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A TIMELY ADVICE....

“Working as a trainee at the KK Hospital at
Hampshire Road in the late 1960’s was a hectic time,
to say the least. The hospital was breaking the world
record of having the largest number of deliveries year
after year; not to mention the enormous gynaecology
workload. | remember we had to literally dash to and
fro the three places —— outpatient, the labour wards
and the operating theatres. After some weeks, we were
all exhausted and frustrated at the kind of results de-
spite our untiring effort.

Then came a timely pearl of advice from the late
Dr Goon Sek Mun, enshrined in these simple words:-
‘No good can ever come out of rushing’. Thereafter, |

learned to spend time listening to the patients and
examining them carefully, no matter how harassed
| was. It meant making the right diagnosis earlier,
administering the correct and efficient treatment and
avoiding complication; thus saving more time. The
work at the hospital remained hectic and busy, but
| began to find it rewarding and gratifying. Till this day
| adhere to this golden rule.”

Dr KM Seng

From Sound of Memories — Recollections of Kandang
Kerbau Hospital and O&G in Singapore. In: Tan KH & Tay
EH, editors. The History of Obstetrics & Gynaecology in
Singapore. Obstetrical & Gynaecological Society of
Singapore and National Heritage Board, Singapore. 2003:
Pg 557
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Prof Haywood Brown

Lunch Lecture at Thomson Medical Centre
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